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betrayal in the ranks

Rape cases rise at Texas air base
Group: Victims' fear hurts effort

Wednesday, February 11, 2004 -

WICHITA FALLS, Texas - A wave of sexual assaults has gone largely unnoticed here, sweeping
through the ranks of Sheppard Air Force Base women who are too scared to go public, victim
advocates say.

The scope of the problem Is hinted at In the growing stacks of reports taken at a nearby civilian rape-
crisis center. In a year's span, more than two dozen women stationed at the north Texas air base
have sought help for sexual assaults allegedly committed by 40 fellow soldiers, according to First
Step Inc. Five cases Involved gang rapes.

Sheppard's problems come to light at a time when Congress and the Pentagon are Investigating how
the armed forces address complaints of sexual assault, particularly combat cases in Iraq, Kuwait and
Afghanistan. Dozens of lawmakers are calling for congressional hearings, and Secretary of Defense
Donald Rumsfeld has ordered an investigation into the military's handling of sexual-assault cases,
particularly in cases of combat troops.

The Sheppard cases steer the focus back to problems closer to home and to another single
installation. The situation at Sheppard could rival or be even worse than that of the Air Force
Academy - where problems with the military's handling of sexual-assault complaints were exposed
last year - based on reports from case files at First Step.

"I am startled by the figures," said Rep. Shelley Moore Capito, R-W.Va. "I think it's shameful."

"It looks like we've got more work to do," said Rep. Louise Slaughter, D-N. Y., who has led a recent
effort with Capito to push for congressional hearings. "This is a serious, serious issue,"

- -

Laura Grlmsinger, a former director of First Step, said Sheppard has a
culture that "wants to minimize sexual assault and not address it. They turn
their backs on them (victims), and it's devastating. The training schools are
the big problem. These women are way outside their home element and
have little support."

Air Force officials declined to comment about First Step's reports. Sheppard
released a statement saying that it cracks down on sexual assault, having
punished 42 Sheppard personnel since 1993 for such crimes. But base
officials did not provide a breakdown of punishments, such as whether the
accused were prosecuted or given administrative discipline, a common
military practice The Denver Post found in a series of investigative reports.
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"Aggressive programs we use to educate our personnel on how to avoid, prevent and report sexual
assault have been very effective," the Sheppard statement said. The statement acknowledged that
some women have faced discipline for breaking rules after reporting crimes. But it stressed that
victims are "nev~unished ~ making a truthful report ~out criminal acts of others."

The Post reported in November that problems surfacing at the Air Force Academy in Colorado are
prevalent throughout the armed services, with commanders granting leniency to thousands of sex
offenders, punishing victims and not providing protective services.

Sheppard-related cases were disclosed in a national survey conducted by The Post last summer.
survey looked at military sexual assault and domestic-violence cases handled by shelters near
installations.

First Step's cases exceeded all other civilian crisis centers that responded. That includes TESSA near
the Air Force Academy, which reported 24 for the same year-long period. But TESSA's caseload
included reports from other bases, as well as the academy.

The majority of victims, First Step counselors say, serve only weeks at the Air Force's largest
technical training center before moving on to other duty stations. But they have been too fearful of
retaliation to pursue criminal reports, the counselors say, keeping problems beneath the public radar.

"These are situations where the women are trusting their fellow soldiers, going out and unfortunately
being taken advantage of by men or groups of men," said Xochitl Pruitt, program manager for First
Step.

The assaults linked to Sheppard made up 30 percent of all sex-assault reports handled by the center
from June 2002 to June 2003. Pruitt declined to reveal specific details of assaults to protect victims'
privacy, but she discussed general trends.

"Most victims are In training units and are being threatened by their attackers that they will lose their
careers if they report," said Pruitt, who has worked at the shelter for two years.

Over the years, female victims have reported being discouraged from reporting crimes in a variety of
ways, including being punished for breaking other rules involving curfews or alcohol, for instance.

During the last year, at least two victims based at Sheppard have sought inspector-general
investigations into how commanders handled their cases, according to advocates who have assisted
the victims. One of the inspector-general inquiries reportedly focuses on a gang rape.

Despite these cases, sexual assaults involving base service members have rarely grabbed headlines
in north Texas, although some have come to the attention of local police.

In the late 1990s, there was a spate of raucous parties Involving Sheppard personnel In motel rooms
on the base's outskirts, police say. During one span of several months, police learned of numerous
sexual-assault reports from trainees and other women as officers responded to disturbance calls at
the motels, said Sgt. Cindy Walker of the Wichita Falls Police Department. The cases were turned
over to Sheppard authorities to Investigate, according to Wichita Falls police, who could not provide
an actual number of assault reports linked to Sheppard soldiers.
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"The parties were in these fleabag motels right outside the main gate, and they were doing damage
to a lot of rooms," Walker said. "About once a month, a female would say she was sexually
assaulted."

Walker and other detectives said they would later learn from Sheppard Investigators that many of
the women changed their stories to avoid being punished for drinking and other rule violations.

"They (victims) are scared of reporting because they face a lot of pressures," said one detective who
has helped Air Force Investigators work cases involving Sheppard trainees.

--

Sheppard is a north Texas hub for tens of thousands of military service members, most ofWhom
receive technical instruction in aeronautics, medical studies and other fields. The base is known for
grooming NATO -top gun" pilots from countries around the world. Almost every afternoon, the north
Texas skies above Sheppard are carved up by squadrons of fighter jets, some with women in the
cockpits. Roughly 1,800 women are stationed at the base.

But news that large numbers of Sheppard women are being assaulted bewilders longtime Wichita
Falls residents, Including experts on military affairs, who say Sheppard commands widespread
respect and good press as a base that helps energize the local economy.

"I'm surprised this hasn't come out earlier," said Harry Hewitt a professor of military history at
Wichita Falls' Midwestern State University. "Sheppard has been a training base here for a long time.
They (commanders) need to show to the public how they are dealing with these problems."

Brig. Gen. Arthur J. Rooney Jr. who manages the bulk of Sheppard's training operations. did not
respond to a Post request for an Interview.

As with many military installations, Sheppard typically takes legal jurisdiction over Its soldiers, and
many punishments allowed under military law are protected by privacy rules. "We usually defer to
Sheppard," said Maureen O'Brien, an assistant criminal district attorney who said the First Step
numbers surprised her. "We're told by the armed forces they can do more with them under the law.
Now, I'm curious to know of outcomes in some of these cases."

Another reason Sheppard assaults may have steered free of public scrutiny: Women there often feel
Isolated, serving only short tours at the remote base. As a result, they have little emotional support
for their trauma and do not know whom to trust among their temporary commanders, say local
counselors. So, many suffer In silence.

But during the last two years, like never before, the women In blue have been buzzing the center's
hotllne or trying to arrange meetings at secret locations to talk about their assaults.

- "The women have begun stepping forward to get counseling because we've increased awareness
about who we are," First Step's Pruitt said. A statewide awareness campaign about sexual assault
has helped, but First Step also advertises its hotllne around the base.
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-- --- - The women often turn to the center because they know they will receive confidential counseling,

protections not extended by the military, Pruitt said. On four occasions, Sheppard commanders have
called First Step, requesting files of victims who have sought help there, Pruitt said. Sheppard
officials declined to comment on those requests. Ten other rape-crisis centers responding to The Post
survey reported that military officials had sought files of female soldiers. Generally I the centers do
not respond to such requests unless they have the victim's permission or a court order.

Former First Step director Grimslnger said that when the Air Force Academy scandal broke last year,
she immediately thought of similarities with Sheppard. "It's been a very closed society out here,
too."

Sheppard officials refused to release internal surveys on sexual harassment and assault that they say
are performed twice a year. "It's a commander's tool and not releasable to the public," according to
their statement.

Amber DIGiovanni, an Air Force veteran who said she was raped in 1975 by a pilot in training at the
base, said a culture of harassment toward women thrived at Sheppard during her training stint. She
decided not to report the rape, she said, because she had seen other sexual-assault reports ignored
by commanders while serving In the Air Force and experienced sexual harassment by other soldiers
and her instructor within days of arriving at the base.

~

She said she had no faith in the system.

"It's the quintessential good 01' boy club: It's a whole lot easier to overlook It. I'm sure the culture
continued long after I was there."

Pruitt and others say they are happy that they have finally reached an agreement to help Sheppard
with victim services, such as advocacy and counseling.

"The basic thing is we want these women to heal," Pruitt said. "I don't know if this is a question of
whether the situation has gotten better or worse. 1 just know that women are now finally saying, 'I'm
going to speak up to someone.'"

Miles Moffeit can be reached at 303-820-1415 or mmQtleit@c;!en~erpost.com. Amy Herdy can be
reached at 303-820-1752 or aherdv@denveroost.com

-+
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Times Record News

The mOLlei' of a mufdered
Shepl)ard }.Jr. Force Base air.
man foUght tears. testifyinj
in the hearini that w1ll deter-
mine whfther her daughter's
accused killer faces a mU1tary
court.martjal.

The Article 32 beanng for
Jason Arindain started jn
Sh~'s courthOuse Mon- :day afternoon. Arindain "

standi accused of the murder, j
rape and fordble sodomy of i
,~yearoold Shelby 0I'elup. i

OrelUp's b<xty W3.S found in :
a ditch. along Sheppard" Ac;' ;
~ Road Feb. 28, ~. She i

"was beaten and straneIed, au- :
thotitles said. " :

Arinda1ri, appeared at Mati. :
daY's hear1Jig dreesed in full I

Air Force u:.1iform. sunound. :
ed by ms three .military de- :
tense counselors. He followed
the px-oceedirigs. showing con- .
ddence; and. no emotion.

0tel1ip was ~ instructOr I
at Sheppard Air Force Base. I

A cJas8J11ate in a Basic In- :
sn-uctor$ . Course testified I

first in. MJnday's .bearing. .
Staft' Sit. Ben Aiken said he 1
kept in touch"wi~ Orelup..:
after the class GJded, and she
org3i1jzed soc tal activities for
the 12 roenlbers; Aiken said '

~ spent several hours' with ~
Dreiup the night bef~ she
wu found cl...d. He saJd sbe
mowed hiJl1 a "house she
",-, fn }nt',

b~i

~ing"

~~

-
Aiken left a few minuteS

atter Ar1ndain arrIved. be
said, then he got a messap
ft'Om him the neXt ~orn1ng -
saying Orelup hadn't shown
up for work and asking if
Aiken ~ew where she was.

Aiken sa1dhe went to Oreo.
lup'e house later that day; and
Special FD~ omcers were
~ted outside- That's when
he learned of her death. ,

oi"&lup's supervisor, Tech.
nical Sgt. Thomas Kydd, alsotestified Mo~ '

He said he heard one side
of. a phone COm'ersatlon be-
tween Orelup and Arindain
several months before Ore.
lup's death. Ha said she
sounded agitated and upset,
betoJ"e she slAmmed down the
phone. Kydd said Orelup'told
him Arindain was upset be-
cause she ~ gtme out to eat
with a ft1end ft"om her in.
struct.ot:s class. She told Kydd
the relationship with
Arindainwasovec'

He said he first knew
H~et1iing Was wrong Fe,!>. 28
when Orelup didn't show up
ror ~k at 7 a.m.

!'She was diligent. " he teS-

tined. He notified his supervl-
;or, then called Orelup's
iouse. Arindain answered
md told him oioelup was at
Jlork, Kydd said.

Kydd teatUled Arindain
old him Orelup sot a phone
:all the niaht before and left
he houaeand he hadn't seen
lar since. '"

!S Kydd also ,worked on a
Ie mJEing ~ ~ - caWng
re ~pita1s and other,places. '

- He said he was the one who
n identified OrelUP'1 body,late
If that afternoon. Kydd said

, Arlndain caned. him, .wanting

~ to know the Condition df Ore-
Ii lup'9 body --, Whether it ap-
e peared she tried to defend
1 herSelf andt! she looked as if$he'd been beaten. ' .

. Orelup'S mother testifted
) she arrived in' Wichita F8lls

&om BiniI1es, Mont.. the day,
~ alter the airman's death.
. Shirley Orelup said her
I dauahter and Arind~(eD in
. love whUe bOthWel"e 5ta-
! tioried in Enil8nd. She pld

she foond him to'be contli>l.
ling. but also said the fal1;lilY
llked him. overall, before last
FebrUary:'

She said Artndain Called
her the moining Qrelup did.
n't show up for-work, and told
her "Shelby didn't ooin-ehome all night.". '

Orelup's mother wa.s the
final person to teSdfy Manda.V;
The government had a liSt of
close 10 20 W1tness~ for thehearmg. .

. An Article 32 investigation
is similar to both a CNWan
grand jury investigation and

. preliminary he~ It lookS
. ! into.the truth Of the ~

: and whether there Is enough
" ev1den,ce. to recommend a: court.inartial. '

. ( An Article 32 beariilg is

) necessary before the case
goes to A ,8en~ Court.~-tial. .
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General up for second star
j'8C81 ~,.. d ~

th'

Tln,.s Record News J. excIte ~'1 ROONEY
Another star is in reach at

She~l Air Force Base;
." Brig. l)en. Arthur Rooney;
82nd Tra.tn1ng Wing coroman- ,

der. reC811tly received a presi-
deritial nomination fOr a sec-
ond star, promoting him to ~major general '

, "I'm excited with the pro-
mot1on.,md it doesn't mean
that rn b~ leavirig here soon,"
Rooneysaid\ adding that he
cmentiy expects to 'stay in
,Wichita Fans throughout
2004, and at least a poi-tion of

,,~5. '
; ':"Mye~ctatlon 1s that I'll
remain a1: Sheppard for some ~

tiiIie' to come," he said.,
':!~There is much work that yet
needS to be acco~plished."

"The cJntinUity of having,
a wing commander' here for;more than a year is great, '

'and, in fact, within the De-
partment of Defense. senior
leaders' Eire being kept in,
place for long~r periods of''ifme." ' .

Rooney's nomination
comes tw:> ~rs after he re.' ,
ceived hil; fIrst star, n~g
him a bril3'adier aeneral.

Rooney is one of 28 AJ:r
Force brigadier generals the'
president submitted to the
U.S. Senate as candidates to
become ~or generals.

In aU, there are roughly
22Q.ieneriil'~ceis in the Air
FOrce, Said Capt;~nan Sebren.
There are' about 80 major &en.
erals in the Air Fbrce.

~'Xt's a htige accomplish-
. ment "to make' one star, and
: It's 'eVen btgier to make two."

Sebren saJ.d.

"""Sheppard AFB, TX

m
the promotion, and
it doesn't

mean
that I'll
be leav-
ing here
soon. My

, Last year Roo~y Waa recog-
nized bY ,the Air Education aI1;d
'rramine Command -,. under
which the 82nd training' .com-
mand operates ~ for his man-

: agement and public affairs
': skills, said Major Manning,, Brov..n, Sheppard's director fO'C

public communication.
Rooney and his wife also re-
ceived an award designating
them the best Wing comman~ :
der and SpOuse, Manning said.

. , Rooney credits his accom.
: p11shments to his family and'staff support. .' "

"While a lot has been at;.
,complished over the :last few
years with this gre~t team,
there is much more that re-
mainS'to be done," he said.

"rire been b!essed In my ca-
reer, " Rooney said. "This
team has really made me look
good."

BustMSS 1:"eporler Angel
Riggs can be reached at '('940)
763-7536, or with e-mail at rig..
gsa( at )timesrecordne~. com.

expecta-
tion is
that I' n remain at
Sheppard for some. ~.tIme to come. -

Brig. Gen.
Arthur Rooney

. . -' ..
He said that ~illtary pr0-

motions are otten not a re.'
ward for work done, but
recognition of a person's po-t.entlal to serve In the. next '
higher grade. :

Sebren said Rooney em. I
phasl%es that "it's his job tomake sure that evet'YQne is '

successful" and that "he
works for "everybody on base,
everybody doesn't work for
him."

Please see.
ROONEY on Page 7A
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Posted on Fri, Feb. 06, 2004 
CASINOS 

D'Iberville casino plan OK'd at last 
By GEOFF PENDER 

JACKSON - Plans for a casino in D'Iberville, after nearly a decade of wrangling with 
environmental and other issues, cleared a final governmental hurdle on Thursday, with Secretary of 
State Eric Clark announcing he and developers had reached a lease agreement on public tidelands the 
project will occupy. 

"I'm pleased to report that we have reached an agreement in principle on a tidelands lease for the 
D'Iberville casino project," Clark said. "I believe our agreement will benefit the city of D'Iberville. All 
parties also recognize that the height of any development on the Back Bay must not threaten the 
mission of Keesler Air Force Base. Attorneys for both sides are writing up the details now, and we look
forward to making an announcement soon." 

Negotiations with Clark apparently had stalled recently, prompting some legislators to talk of a 
legislative challenge to Clark's authority over public waterbottoms. 

Sen. Tommy Gollott, D-Biloxi, and others over the past few days helped work out a deal between 
Clark and the development. Gollott said he, D'Iberville Mayor Rusty Quave, Mark Seymour Sr., who 
owns some of the property where the casino will be located, and secretary of state's staff have met 
for the past few days and an agreement was struck either late Wednesday or early Thursday. 

"Both sides budged a little," Gollott said. "There's always room for compromise." 

Mike Cavanaugh, an attorney who has represented D'Iberville's efforts to get a casino, said he 
expected a compromise would be reached. 

"The secretary of state always said he would find a way for D'Iberville to have a casino, if it met the 
conditions of the law," Cavanaugh said. 

Developers wanted to lease about 25,000 square feet of tidelands for non-gambling portions of the 
development. Clark had pushed them to redesign the project so the hotel and parking garage would 
take only about 15,000 square feet. Previously, the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers had approved 
taking more than 40,000 square feet, and the Department of Marine Resources had approved 25,000 
square feet. 
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Gollott said the agreement was for about 24,000 square feet of tidelands. Clark said payments and 
other details of the lease will not be released until lawyers can draft official documents. 

Debate over tidelands and Clark's control is not new. Casinos have grappled in court for years with 
Clark over what he charges them for tidelands leases and even whether he has domain over the 
waterbottoms. Casinos have argued that as upland landowners, they have the same inherent rights to 
the shoreline that private Coast landowners have enjoyed. 

Rep. Leonard Bentz, R-Biloxi, said the agreement is "a great day for the city of D'Iberville." 

"I'm glad it has worked out," Bentz said. "It's music to my ears." 

And while the agreement may have ended talk of legislation to strip or limit Clark's control over 
tidelands, some believe there is still room for improvement. 

"There should be some standard developed, not just to arbitrarily say, 'I only want you to have this 
much space,'" said Rep. Jim Simpson, R-Pass Christian. 

 

 


